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the louisville cardinal '

' October 23, 1970
|

university of louisville, louisville, kentucky 40208 |

the louisville cardinal

After Nasser, what

- The death of Egyptian President Ngs- ‘
ser-and the coming end of the much-
viglated: 90-day cease fire "have ‘drawn
world attention even mofe to the Middle
Much broader than just a border clash- ‘
between Israel and Egypt, the Middle |

‘ Hamad Al-Marei is o graduate student
in bio-chemistry, and a native of Kuwait.

It is one of the hardest tasks imaginable
to try to evaluate works and accomplish-
ments of a leading figure in. the Middle
East, as well as the world,

| 'This is not because of the long span of

| time (16 years) that Nasser was in power,

| but rather because of the widely con-
flicting views of political analysts and
news commentators around the world.

The writings of the last two weeks
‘ since Nasser’s death have failed in their
purpose .of stating the complete truth. My
intention is to state the feelings which I
share with many tens of millions of Arabs,
in regard to a great man and leader.

‘ Future bleaker

| Before Nasser, the Arab states were in-
volved in a long struggle toward self-

| determination, and always being frus-

| trated in their attempts to realize their
basic goals.

Being forced to fight in WW II, which
‘ did not even concern them, caught up in
the War of 1948, having treaties broken,

next?

problem, encompassing conflicting reli-
gious, cultural, ethnic, and political in-
terests. } _
Because of the limitations of the press
to present an unbiased view of all as-
pects of the Middle East, The Cardinal
presents three subjective viewpoints: g

East is a ‘miost complex and far-reaching Zionisf, an Arab, and a Palestinian.

\

- Arab unity in peril

and overrun by revolutionary govern-
ments, these states were subjected to more
powerful countries who tried to impress
colonialism upon them.

The 1950’s presented many revolution-
ary sceres from growing wars of libera-
tion, and many changes in governments
and political systems, showing a tre-
mendous desire throughout the Arab
world for unity and a sense of direction,

And then Nasser came, from the com-
mon people—the people who suffered the
most—and fulfilled that need for leader-
ship for the oppressed masses.

It is impossible to list all his ac-
complishments, but I feel that these three
are among the most important:

» He established a feeling of pride and
unity in the Arab world. This was evi-
dent in the Algerian War for Independ-
ence, when every Arab, whether from Ye-
men, Kuwait, Morroco, the Gulf states, or
Tunisia gave whatever assistance he could,
And this spirit of helping each other is
even stronger today.

v He dissolved all the unfair treaties
and pacts which had been imposed by
foreign powers, declaring the independ-
ence and solidarity of all Arab states.:
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| s He gave great attention to internal
affairs, helping each state to establish a
suitable government and to be proud pf
its identity, T o S
Was Nasser an enemy to the West? Not

‘and military aid were the Western POWETLS.
‘When he was trying

the problem- of the ‘Palestinian refugees,

| KOSHER U8

really. When he assumed office in 1054, -
the first countries he asked for financial |

to find a solution to

AT

g

- ,@\

he asked the help of President kennedy
and the USA.

Nevertheless, he was turned down in all
cases. It should be logical that he would
turn someplace else, and the Eastern bloc
provided the needed help.

However, Nasser was never a Com-
munist, and even now there is no Commu-
nist political party in Egypt. But, un-
fortunately, to the American way of un-
derstanding, you follow us or you are|
an enemy.

This is evident from the attitude of the
Western press and broadcasting media.
The press may be free, but its reliability

. is questionable,

There could not be a worse time for

~ the people to lose Nasser than now, when
-Arab feelings are so scattered and their

" energies sq consumed, - -

' Even though T disagreed with some of
his- tactics and methods, I feel that he

- was the only one who could umify na-

tional feelings in such a time of ecrisis

.and despair,
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