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Al-Muri says ‘No’

ESPITE all the

support that the
jproposal  for women’s
participation in par-
liamentary life has won,
some people believe
that women should re-
main in their proper sta-
tion as laid down by
tradition.

Hamad Muhammad Al
Muri.lwho opposes the entry
of women in to parliamentary
life. gives his point of view.

“Man.{whether women like it
or nol.lis better suited o parlia-
ment for many reasons, ™ he said,
~*We know that some articles of
the Constitution wer suspended
in 1976 — after beingin force for
15 years — because many men
were not ready for this democra-
tic stage. ‘Who can guarantee.”
he argued. "'that women will not
require a comparable. or grea-
ter] period to become aware of
the responsibilities involved?
We should not let histary repeat
itse ! especialiy oW, when we
want a fresh beginning.™

@TImes -

- I
B 3
%

State

| ment of
J clarification

|SIR: The Arab Times has published, on 28th February
Jlast, an arficle in which it hias attributed to me some facts
-and opinions concerning the womeén's right 1o vete issue..
Your source,, as I found out later, was my original article
that was published recently in Arabic in one of the local

newspapers.

In here, I would like to assure your respected news-
paper and readers that:

(1) Some of the “quoted™ facts and opinions could
never be attributed to me; ‘
~ (2) Other facts and opinions have b
translation and _
(3) Summarisation and compacting the article have led
to taking the statements and facts out of context.

een disto.r‘ted in

ole 1
NE cannot deny that
woman has passed bevond

¢

| ti.fe walls of the home and into|

“fi'elds. But where are the tangi-
=b-|,3‘e results?” Al Muri asked.

| which was well-researched and written, was to present,

‘¢riite a number of practical |

[ like to emphasise that the aim of the original article,

in analytical and comparative way, a discussion to cl ¥
the connected factors and elements concerning the issue
and to arrive at the statement that:

“Women should participate in the election and
nomination process. However, there should be a thor-'
ough evaluation of the decision-making faculties, fac-
tors and priorities. In this regard, women should not
ask, merely, to be granted this right, but to seek its

i, THe questioned whether a
lwoman's job qualified ther to
 barticipate in the legislature
| fwhich required an awareness of

the responsibility. and & know-
[ ladge of the background both
{ locally and internatipnully. (fat
"the work entailed.
~ He also wondered whether
{ woman hadldisregarded her tra-
iitional role. or whether the |
changes in the social dnd em-|
ployment fields were merely su- |
perficiul. ‘

Al Muari pointed out that|
though the press was full of news
about women’s gatherings these |
were probablyiexaggerated. The |
main point was the amount of|
:'esp'uns;ihilily placed  on al
woman’s shouldeérs in the sphere |
of public work,

“Legislative work demands)
previous experience. practical|
(knowledge and efficiency in|

. ty; or whether parliamentary participation is an aim in

| | lated version. | feel it is necessary to do so and to tr

He want on to sav that some jimjted fields in which woman'

fulfilment through effective participation, in their role in |
society and accordingly, its importance, ,«

“To me, it is early, at this stage. to say whether
women should participate directly in the parliamentary |
life, or to do so, would be of any tangible benefit to
either them or the country, taking into consideration the
factors and conditions that play an important role in
politics, and in addition, the state of affairs of our socie-

itself and that women have attained the prior other

rights — nowadays.” =

| feel it is very important to issue this “Statement of |

Clarification™ concerning the above-mentioned trans.-l

]

clarify, continuously, the important issues for the be-

nefit of the public, as much as our duties require or
demand.

HAMAD AL-MAREI

Kuwait |

Problems Al Muri alleged that womer

E also stated that woman had abandoned their responsibi-

is not self-reliant or inde- lities as mothers and house-

order to arrive at'a sound deci- pendent in_her pergonality or wives. Instead of looking afte

sion. With the exception of a few views|. even now;in‘the eighties. their families and moulding thei

There are’ other proofs that' children to become the country’s

the time is not ripe for women to
enter parliamentary life. he said.
Al Muri pointed out that soci-

people had doubtlessly OVE™ hasa natural role can we say that
whelmed - the citizens | With ghe plays a major part in admi-
accounts of women’s “outstand-| yicrration. work or politics? Or is
ing” role in society and in the|he yoquiring of certificates and ety was still divided into men’s
homeland. But he pointed out |giine of office vacancies a qual- organisations and those for fami-
that the achievements of afew [ification? It is possible to say that | lies or women, A large propor-
gifted 'women should not be |yoman at this stage is a working. | tion of divorces was due to the
allowed to influenceidecisions in |5 roductive element?”” Al Muri| women. Many men who com-
such vital matters as the suitabil- |asked. 'plained of psychological prob-
ity of women for the task in such lems said their wives were re-
important positions as legislative sponsible.’

{epresentation.

future model citizens. they dele-
gated .these important duties t~
their Indian or Sri Lanka:
maids. How then can women b.
entrusted with matters of nation-|
al importance? he asked. |
Men. on the other hand. cor
tinued to fulfil their practic
duties to their families. despite|
the greater duties imposed on
them by society and thece 1y
He concluded that it v, o
“early to think of giving women

parliamentary responsibility. ’
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Statement of |
| Al-Muri says ‘No’ clarification

SIR: The Arab Times has published. on 28th February
Jlast, an arficle iin which it Has attributed to me some facts
‘and opinions concerning the women's right to vete issue:
Your source;, as I found out later, was my original article
| that was published recently in Arabic in one of the local
/| newspapers.
In here, I would like to assure your respected news-
‘ paper and readers that:
(1) Some of the ‘“‘quoted™ facts and opinions could
never be attributed to me; '
(2) Other facts and opinions have been distorted in'
translation and - ' ‘
‘ (3) Summarisation and.compacting the article have led
 to:taking the statements and facts out of context.

I like to emphasise that the aim of the original article,
which was well-researched and written, was to present,
in analytical and comparative way, a discussiontocl

< = o Role | the connected factors and elements concerning the issue

ESPITE all the | NE cannot deny that| and to arrive at the statement that:
support that the‘ ‘ woman has passed 'hey‘ond “Women should . participate in the election and
proposal for women's' tiie walls of the home un“d‘l_n‘tlo nomination process. However, there should be a thor-
Tparticipation in par- guite a number ' of pl‘l%tlu.ll ough evaluation of the decision-making faculties, fac-
3 - | fields. But where are the tangi- | tors and priorities. In this regard, women should not
hamentary lite has won, blle results?™ Al Muri asked. ask, merely, to be granted this right, but to seek its
some people Dbelieve ;' le questioned whether alfyigiiment through effective participation, in their role in
oman's job qualitied jher to . . s
that women should re-| Womans job d society and accordingly, its importance. .

- Y ' participate in the legislature
main in their proper sta-

which required an awareness of  “To me, it is ee;r!y. at this stage. to say whether
tion as laid down by| the responsibility. and 4 know- women should participate directly in the parliamentary
tradition [ I«}Idge of th'e bac!(g_roqnd Ij{:?h [1-fe, or to do so. would be Of any tanglb!e benefit to
Hamad ) Muhammad Allll(’Cﬂ"Y and "?t_er"d“%%-‘-“ﬁ‘-“;“--=‘-"‘t either them or the country, taking into consideration the
4 dnammac the work entailed. factors and conditions that play an important role in

Muri. (who opposes the entry He also wondered whether iy X e ! »
el S : - RN olitics, and in addition, the state of affairs i
of women in to parliamentary  woman hadidisregarded her tra- P state of affairs of our socie

W berbateslace) v e ud . se . ty: or whether parliamentary participation is an aim in
life. gives his point of view. ditional role. or whether the| |, el e :

WME g.!w!wthler wanten like 1t (dhianges in the social dnd em- 1t.sclf and tha‘t \'wonffen have attained the prior other
or not.is better suited to parlia-|plovment fields were merely su- | rlglhls T "}?dedk’sf i s
ment for many reasons,” he said.  perficial, § . : ]-f_et_al it 1§ very important to issue this “‘Statement of
“We know that some articles of ' Al Mdri pointed out that Clarification™ concerning the above-mentioned trans-
the Constitution wer8 suspended | though the press was full of news | | lated version. I feel it is necessary to do so and to tr s
in 1976— after beingin force for about women'’s gatherings x]hcse clarity, continuously, the important issues for the be-
IS years — because many men were probablylexaggerated/The | pefit of the public, as much as our duties require or
were not ready for this democra-|main point was the amount of | qemand.
tic stage. \Who can guarantee.” | resphnsibility [ placed ' on af
he argued. ““that wonmen will not;woman’s shoulders in the sphere

HAMAD AL-MAREI

require a comparable. or grea- of public work. ! . - KUWaitl_
ter] period to become aware of  ~Legislative work demands Problems Al Muri alleged that womer
the responsibilities involved? previous experience. practical E also stated that woman had abandoned their responsibi-
‘We should pot le'lti higtary repea iknnwiedge and efficiency  in| is not self-reliant or inde- lities as mothers and house-
ittf:‘.ii';fu:spt:i:\lu|l;\'f oW, when We {order to arrive at’a sound deci- pendent in_her rg;gljsqgl_alllty:nr}wiv.es: ln's_tead of lookmg af;qr
want a fresh beginning.” sion, With the exception of a few views. even.now inl the cighties. ' their families and moulding theil

He want on to say that some [imited fields in which woman' There are” other proofs that'children to become the country
people had doubtlessly OVET- s a natural role can we say that the time is pot ripe for women to future mode citizens. they dele-
whelmed [ the citizens | with! ghe plays a major part in admi- enter parliamentary life. he suid. gated.these important duties to
accounts of women's “outstand- tictration. work or politics? Oris Al Muri pointed out that soci- their Indian or Sri Lankar

ring” role in society and in the |} acquiring of certificates and €ty was still divided into men’s maids. How then can women bt
' homeland. But he pointed, out |filing of office vacancies a qual- organisations and those for fami- entrusted with matters of nation-/
that the achievements of @ few Ggication? Itis possible to say that 1 lies or women. A large propor- a} importance? he asked.
gifted jwomen shauld not be \ywoman at this stage is a working.  tion of divorces was due to the  Men. on the other hand. con
Lallowed to influenceldecisions in |\sroductive element?” Al Muri| women. Many men who com- tinued to fulfil their practica

such vital matters as the suitabil- o .plained of psych()"logical prob- duties to their f_;uni!jes, despite |
ity of women for the task in such lems said_their wives were re- (he greater duties imposed on
Jg;i1|)(1rlit:1l positions as legislative sponsible.} them by society and the c¢ 1y
fepresentation. He concluded that it & 1o

early to think of giving womex

i parliamentary responsibility.
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