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Hamad

ESPITE all the

support that the
proposal - for women’s
participation in par-
liamentary life has won.
some people believe
that women should re-
main in their proper sta-
tion as laid down by
tradition.

Hamad Muhammad Al
Muri.{(who opposes the entry
of women in to parliamentary
litek gives his point of view.

“Man.(whether women like it
or nnl}iﬁ better suited to puarhia-
ment for many reasons.” he said.
“We know that some articles of
the Constitution werB suspended
in 1976 — after being in force for
IS veurs —(because many men

were not ready for this democra-!

tic stage, YWho can guarantee,”
he argued. “that women will not
require @ comparable.{or grea-
ter) period to become aware of

[ thé responsibilities involved?

"We should not et history repeat
itseift(especiniby o, when we
want a fresh beginning,”

He want on to say that some
people had doubtlessly, over-
whelmed {lhc citizens with
accounts of women’s “outstand-
ing” role in society and in the

Chomeland. But he pointed out
that the achievements of W few
gifted Jwomen shauld not be

allowed to ||1ﬂucnu\dqu.‘hinn\ in
such vital matters i the suitabnl-
ity of women tor the task i such
lghpnrl;m[ positions as legislative
wpresentation.

Muhammad
Al-Murisays ‘No’

Yy

newspapers.
paper and readers that:
never be attributed to me;

translation and

ole

|
‘ NE cannot deny that
wonmn has passed bevond
tie walls of the home and into
quite a number of practical
fields. But where are the tangi-
bre results?™ Al Muri asked.

"He questioned whether a

oman’s job  qualitied )her to
participate in the legislature
which required an awareness ot
the responsibility. and & know-
ledge of the background both
locally and internationally., ~hat
the work entailed. ’
e also wondered whether
woman hadidisregarded her tra-
ditional role. or whether the
changes in the social and em-
plovment fields were merely su-
perticial.

Al Mdri pointed out that
though the press was tull of news
about women's gatherimgs Shcse
were probably exaggerated J The

society and accordingly. its

rights — nowadays.”
I feel it is verv important

Statement of
clarification

SIR: The Arab Times has published. on 28th February
last, an article in which it Hds attributed to me some facts
‘and Opinions concerning the womén's right to vote issue
Your source, as I found odt later, was my original article
that was published recently in Arabic in one of the local

In here. I would like to assure your respected news-
(1) Some of the “‘quoted™ facts and opinions could
(2) Other facts and opinions have been distorted in

(3) Summarisation and compacting the article have led
to taking the statements and facts out of context.

I like to emphasise that the aim of the original article,
which was well-researched and written, was to present,
in analytical and comparative way .a discussion to clarify
the connected factors and elements concerning the issue
and to arrive at the statement that:

“Women should participate in the election and
nomination process. However, there should be a thor-
ough evaluation of the decision-making faculties, fac-
tors and priorities. In this regard, women should not
ask, merely, to be granted this right. but to seek its
fulfilment through effective participation. in their role in

“To me, it is early, at this stage. to say whether
women should participate directly in the parliamentary
life, or to do so. would be of any tangible benefit to
either them or the country. taking into consideration the

“factors and conditions that play an important role in
politics. and in addition. the state of affairs of our socie-
ty: or whether parliamentary participation is an aim in
itself and that women have attained the prior other

Clarification™ concerning the above-mentioned trans-
lated version. I feel it is necessary to do so and to try to
clarify, continuously. the important issues for the be-
nefit of the public, as much as our duties require or

—

importance.

to 1ssue this “*Statement of

miin point wat the amount of demand.

responsibility placedYon a HAMAD AL-MAREI

woman's shoulders in the sphere Kuwait

of public work. y —-
“Lewislative work  demiands Problems Al Muri alleged that women

hr::\-inhx experience.  prictical E also stated that woman had abandoned their responsibi-

knowledge and  efficiency  in
order to arrive atg sound deci-
sion, With the exception of a few
limited fields in which woman
has a natural role can we say that
she plays a major part in admi-
nistration. work or polities? Oris
the acquiring of certificates and
filling of office vacancies a qual-
ification? 1t is possible to say that
woman it this stage is a working,
productive element?”™ Al Muri
asked.

enter parliamentary life. he said.

Al Muri pointed out that soci-
ety was still divided into men’s
nr'gun'rsutinn:\ and those for fami-
lies or womeny A large propor-
tion of divorced was due to the
women. Many men who com-
plained of psyvchological prob-
lems said their wives were re-
sponsible.)

is not self-reliant or inde- lities as mothers and house-
pendent in her personality or wives. Instead of looking after
views. even now in the cighties. | their families and moulding their
Fhere are other proofs that]children to become the country's
the time is not ripe for women to!

future model citizens. they dele-

gated these important duties tor

their Indian or Sri Lankam
maids. How then can women bes
entrusted with matters of nation=
al importance? he asked. ]

Men. on the other hand. cons
tinued to fulfil their practical
duties to their families. despite
the greater duties imposed om
them by society and the country.

He concluded that it was tod
carlv to think of giving women

partiamentary responsibility.
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Cctober 23, 1970

the louisville cardmal

university of louisville, louisville, kentucky 40208

'Y,

the louisville cardinal

After Nasser, what

BRI AT . s ".,_

SRR

The death of. Egyptian President Nas-

T R

ser and the coming end of the much-

violated 90-day cease fire have drown
world attention even more to the Middle
East crisis.

Much broader than just a border clash-
between Isracl and Egypt, the Middle
East is a miost complex and far-reaching

Arab unity in peril

Hamad Al-Marei is a graduate student
in bio-chemistry, and a mative of Kuwait.

It is one of the hardest tasks imaginable
to try to evaluate works and accomplish-
ments of a leading figure in the Middle
East, as well as the world.

This is not because of the long span of
time (16 years) that Nasser was in power,
but rather because of the widely con-
flicting views of political analysts and
news commentators around the world.

The writings of the last two weeks
since Nasser’s death have failed in their
purpose of stating the complete truth. My
intention is to state the feelings which I
share with many tens of millions of Arabs,
in regard to a great man and leader.

Future bleaker

Before Nasser, the Arab states were in-
volved in a long struggle toward self-
determination, and always being frus-
trated in thelr attempts to realize their
basic goals.

. Being forced to fight in WW II, which
did not even concern them, caught up in
the War of 1948, having treaties broken,

next?

SRR

=

 problem, encompassing conflicting reli-
gious, cultural, ethnic, and political in-
terests. _

Because of the limitations of the press
o present an unbiased view of all as-
pects of the Middle East, The Cardinal
presents three subjective viewpoints: q
Zionist, an Arab, and a Palestinian.

{

and overrun by revolutionary govern-
ments, these states were subjected to more
powerful countries who tried to impress
colonialism upon them.

The 1950’s presented many revolution-
ary scenes from growing wars of libera-
tion, and many changes in governments
and political systems, showing a tre-
mendous desire throughout the Arab
world for unity and a sense of direction.

And then Nasser came, from the com-
mon people—the people who suffered the
most—and fulfilled that need for leader-
ship for the oppressed masses.

It is impossible to list all his ac-
complishments, but I feel that these three
are among the most important:

1+ He established a feeling of pride and
unity in the Arab world. This was evi-
dent in the Algerian War for Independ-
ence, when every Arab, whether from Ye-
men, Kuwait, Morroco, the Gulf states, or
Tunisia gave whatever assistance he could.
And this spirit of helping each other is
even stronger today.

v He dissolved all the unfair treaties
and pacts which had been imposed by
foreign powers, declaring the independ-
ence and solidarity of all Arab states.

iy
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@g gﬁg m gﬂa 5 This is evident from the attitude of the

Western press and broadcasting media.
The press may be free, but its reliability
- is questionable.

.- There could not be a worse time for ¢
; the people to lose Nasser than now, when

. Arab feelings are so scattered and their
‘- energies sQ consumed. <

« Even though I disagreed with some of
his- tactics and methods, 1 feel that he
was the only one who could unify na-
tional feelings in such a time of crisis |
_and despair.
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General Index

Gratitude
Acknowledgment

Preface
In Brief

Introduction

The Index

1) Newspapers & Magazines: Articles
2) Unpublished Writings

1) Newspapers & Magazines : Interviews, Commentary
2) Television: Interviews, Programs

Professional Research & Studies

1) Safety, Security, Health
A. Management, Technical & Technological
B. Organization, Coordination & Legalistic
2) Environment, Natural Resource
A. Management, Technical & Technological
B. Organization, Coordination & Legalistic

Specialized Publications
1) Books  2) Booklets 3) Pamphlets

Academic Research & Studies

1) Social, Political Science, International Relations
& Public Management.

2) Culture, Literature & Arts.

3) Natural Science & Technology




Hamad M. AL-Marei

Kuwait 1998




